Persistent vegetative state: important considerations for the neuroscience nurse.
Persistent vegetative state is a rare condition but one which evokes many emotional, psychosocial, bioethical, legal and economic concerns. Because neuroscience nurses are among the caregivers most likely to be involved in caring for patients in PVS, they need to be knowledgeable in the diagnosis, prognosis and ethical management of these patients and be able to assist families, loved ones and surrogates make informed decisions about treatment choices.